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W5YI Applies for VEC Status in All Call Regions 


It appears that there is still a great deal 
of confusion surrounding the Amateur Radio 
Service Volunteer Examiner Program. Many 
hams at the recently concluded Dallas Ham- 
Com Convention appeared to be amazed that I 
had copies of all of the FCC's actual 1600 
question pool covering all classes of amateur 
radio operator licenses. 


More than one thought I had illegally 
obtained (and was releasing) the questions to 
all amateur operator examinations - Novice 
through Extra Class. Part of the blame for 
this feeling possibly lies with the ARRL. They 
have done less than an adequate job advising 
the amateur community about the Volunteer 
Examination Program - instead electing to 
wait until they have implemented its provis- 
ions. 


The fact of the matter is that you can 
request every written test element and the 
study guide (syllabus) from any FCC Field 
Operations Bureau office. The Commission 
released every amateur radio operator test 
question to the public between October 1983 
(Technician/General) and May 1984 (Revised 
Novice Test.) 


Only the questions were released - not 
the answers. Educational publishers are now 
in the process of researching and publishing 
the answers. AMECO recently published a 
manual covering the answers to the Techni- 


cian/General examination. To obtain the an- 
swers, AMECO's Marty Schwartz went 
through the FCC's Personal Radio Branch's 
(Washington) files and recorded each ques- 
tion's answer reference. 


For the most part, the FCC's amateur 
radio operator question pool was submitted by 
the amateur community and a recognized ref- 
erence is required upon submission. The an- 
swer reference is public information and 
available to anyone that takes the time to 
collect it from Commission files. Dick Bash 
told me this past weekend that he was going 
to Washington this month to get the test ref- 
erence material for all examinations - Techni- 
cian through Extra. Times have certainly | 
changed as far as ham testing goes. | 


Let's take a few minutes and go over 
(again) exactly what has happened to amateur 
radio operator testing.... 


VOLUNTEER HAM TESTING TAKES SHAPE 


About 2 years ago, (Senator) Barry Gold- 
water (K7UGA), politically the nation's high- 
est ranking amateur, authored Senate Bill 929 
which (among other things) provided for the 
voluntary and uncompensated use of licensed 
amateurs to prepare and adminster amateur 
radio operator license examinations. The basic 
reason for the legislation was the realization 
that with FCC personnel and funding cut- 
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backs, ham testing opportunities were becom- 
ing more limited. Many FCC Field Offices had 
to be closed. 


Almost simultaneous with Goldwater's 
bill, the ARRL proposed a plan to the Com- 
mission to use ham volunteers to administer 
amateur radio operator tests. The question 
pool concept was borne when the League sug- 
gested that the FCC issue lists of approved 
questions from which the exams would be 
made. On September 13, 1982, President Rea- 
gan signed the Goldwater legislation into law. 
It became Public Law 97-259. 


FCC ISSUES ORDER_ON_VE PROGRAM 


The FCC issued a Report and Order 
(Docket 83-27) a year later (September 22, 
1983) implementing Public Law 97-259. It be- 
came effective December 15, 1983. Among 
other things, it provided for amateur radio 
operator examinations to be administered by 
three person Volunteer Examiner teams. The 
VEs would report to regional administrators 
who would act as a laison between the ama- 
teur testing community and the FCC. These 
administrators would be known as Volunteer 
Examiner Coordinators... VECs for short. 


The Order provided for all Morse code 
tests and the Advanced and Extra Class writ- 
ten exam to be given by a three person team 
of Extra Class amateurs. The Technician/Gen- 
eral written elements can be administered by 
a team Advanced Class amateurs. Both CW 
receiving and sending tests are required. 


Code tests (requiring knowledge of all 
letters, numbers plus the period, comma, ques- 
tion mark, AR, SK, BT, and DN) can either be 
prepared by the VE or the VEC. Code credit 
certificates (good for one year) could be 
issued if the applicant passed the CW portion 
of the examination, but failed the written 
test. 


Originally, a Volunteer Examiner "team 
chief" concept was suggested, but the FCC 
did away with that idea - instead allowing the 
VEC to be the answer sheet depository. To 
prevent a conflict of interest, the FCC insti- 
tuted controls to prevent those in the ham 
radio equipment and publishing field from tak- 
ing advantage of the volunteer examining pro- 
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gram. 


When the League stated that they desir- 
ed to be the national examiner for amateur 
radio, competing license preparation material 
publishers felt that this would give the 
League an unfair publishing/distributing ad- 
vantage. The ARRL responded by stating that 
they would build a "chinese wall" between 
their publishing and examining entities. 


No one associated with the amateur test- 
ing program can directly or indirectly charge 
fees. The Commission added rules requiring 
Volunteer Examiners to make public announce- 
ments of a forthcoming examination. The local 
FCC office had to be notified 30 days in ad- 
vance of an examination. 


Amateurs who have had their licenses 
revoked or suspended can not be a Volunteer 
Examiner (VE). Any VE that participates in a 
fraudulent examination can have their own 
license revoked. Provisions were made for 
Volunteer Examiners to issue "instant upgrade 
certificates." These can be used for a period 
of 90 days until their new licenses are re- 
ceived. 


A VEC must establish a unique identifier 
code for each testing session from one of the 
following identifier groups, WA-WZ, KA-KZ, 
NA-NZ and AA-AL. This identifier must be 
appended to a licensee's call sign when opera- 
ting on spectrum not allowed by their pres- 
ently held license. A slant bar is used on CW 
in conjunction with the identifer... the word 
"temporary" (as opposed to "interim") on 
voice. 


ARRL DECLINES ACTING AS VEC 


At the first ARRL Board meeting after 
the Commission released the Report and 
Order implementing volunteer amateur testing, 
the League unanimously adopted a resolution 
stating that the ARRL would not participate 


as a VEC without a provision for recoupment 
of expenses. 


The resolution mentioned legislation that 
would be introduced (by Goldwater) that "if 
enacted will permit recoupment of out-of-poc- 
ket administrative expenses of a VEC - such 
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recoupment being essential to ARRL partici- 
pation.” The League simply thought it would 
be too costly to act as a ham test administra- 


tor without some means of recouping VEC 
costs. 


RECOUPMENT_AMENDMENT BECOMES LAW 


About a month later, the non-controver- 
sial ham test recoupment amendment was ap- 
pended to H.R. 2755 (an FCC budgetary bill) 
by Barry Goldwater. It was signed into law as 
part of Public Law #98-214 by President Rea- 
gan on December 8th. It allowed volunteer 
amateur examiners to recoup up to $4.00 in 
expenses. (This same law also allowed the 
FCC to endorse the industry certification of 
commercial radio servicemen that we wrote 
about in our last issue.) 


With the Legislation to allow the ama- 
teur community to charge for amateur tests in 
place, everyone thought the League would go 
ahead and begin participating in the volunteer 
program. Again the ARRL balked stating that 
they were still waiting for the legislation to 
be implemented. The FCC began rulemaking 
toward that end. 


On February 24th, the Commission went 


ahead with its plan to recruit VECs. Three 
days later instructions were issued to five 
newly appointed ham _ test administrators. 


These instructions told the new VECs exactly 
how to go about accrediting Volunteer Exami- 
ners, coordinating examination sessions, pro- 
viding and collecting test materials, issuing 
"Certificates of Successful Exams" (for tem- 
porary operating authority and telegraphy CW 
credit when a candidate passes the higher 
class CW requirement but fails the required 
written test), and screening and forwarding 
applications to the FCC. ; 


The FCC also suggested a record keep- 
ing system and asked VECs to constantly 
evaluate the clarity and accuracy of examina- 
tion questions "on the basis of the experience 
you accrue as a VEC." 


During March 1984, the FCC issued a 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking seeking to 
implement the paragraph of PL 98-124 that 
allowed out-of-pocket reimbursement to those 
involved in ham test administration. 
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AMATEUR TESTING BECOMES SCARCE 


In late 1983 the FCC announced that 
1984 would be the last year that they would 
be administering amateur operator examina- 
tions and even then, only 4 tests sessions 
would be held during 1984.... one a quarter. 
Enrollment at these test sessions has been 
very, very heavy. At least one FCC office 
has had to turn away amateurs even though 
they attempted to register during the stipula- 
ted period. 


The few VECs that had been appointed 
by the FCC began scheduling testing sessions 
during late Spring. The situation is critical in 
that not many VECs have actually been ap- 
pointed and fewer have begun testing ses- 
sions. Since the rulemaking authorizing re- | 
coupment has not been issued, the thousands 
of amateurs that have volunteered to be VEs 
have no VEC to coordinate their examina- 
tions. It is not known at this writing when the | 
reimbursement rulemaking will be issued or | 
when its effective date will be. Best guess? | 
Sometime within the next 90 days. It is 
anticipated that the ARRL will apply to be a 
VEC in all 13 regions once recoupment is 
authorized and spelled out. 


AMATEURS BEGIN SELF-TESTING.... 


The Dayton HamVention did have ama- 
teur testing about 6 weeks ago. The DARA 
wrote multiple choice questions for the actual 
test questions only... not the entire 1600 
question pool. Coming up with multiple choice 
answers (including 3 distractors - the wrong 
answers) is almost an impossible job for the 
FCC, much less a ham club! 


The testing program at DARA is headed 


up by Judy Frye, KG8P, who is an incredibly 
dedicated person! She has been sharing her 


valuable ham test questions with other VECs 
so that they could coordinate tests also. Since 


she only has the answers to the questions se- 
lected and not the entire pool, Judy checks 
with the FCC beforehand to be certain that a 
VEC is authorized before she releases her 
questions. She deserves a lot of credit for the 
availability of amateur tests outside of the 
FCC offices themselves. 


The ARRL has developed most of the 
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questions, but has done little (actually noth- 
_ing) to assist VECs that are being appointed 
to help out with amateur operator testing. No 
VEC wants to be quoted, but from what I 
have been told it appears certain that they 
feel they are considered the "competition" by 
the League... not a good feeling for ARRL 
members who thought the League was out to 
help them. 


I have been told about lack of ARRL 
cooperation, League staff members being told 
by "someone" not to give out information to 
VECs, failure to release names of Volunteer 
Examiners... and the like. At the Dallas Ham- 


Com two weeks ago, the Area 5 VEC (Dallas 
Amateur Radio Club) and the League's West 
Gulf Director, Ray Wangler, had some pretty 
harsh public words about cooperation from the 
League on amateur testing. Ray said he was 
"unaware" of the problem and pledged to get 
it squared away. 


The Dallas ARC, like other VECs, called 
Judy Frye to find out if the DARA would 
share their questions with them. (Lack of 
testing materials seems to be the number one 
problem.) After checking with the FCC re- 
garding their VEC appointment, Judy said 
they would. 


Amateur testing was planned for the 
Dallas West Gulf (HamCom) ARRL Conven- 
tion, but when the DARC's VEC proposal got 
lost, misplaced, misrouted, sabotaged.... what- 
ever... at the FCC in Washington and delayed, 
the testing had to be cancelled. Many ama- 
teurs were very disappointed. I understand 
that other hamfests have had the same prob- 

| lem... amateurs willing to give tests, but no 


tests or authority to give them. 


Frankly, the whole situation has annoyed 
me. Here we have an FCC that has cut back 
90% on amateur testing and is trying to turn 
the program over to the amateurs. The ama- 
teurs are struggling to take it over... really 
wanting to. There is a serious lack of testing 
materials and knowledge about the program... 
what to do... how to go about it... who to 
turn to. Ham clubs are worried about the 
work that testing will entail not to mention 
the cost that the League has said will bank- 


rupt them without expense recoupment au- 
thority. It is little wonder that we don't have 
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more VECs than we do. 


From where I sit, it appears to me that I 
am the only publisher that has told the ama- 
teur community... step by step... exactly what 
is happening on the amateur program. Where 
else have you read about the Commission re- 
cruiting VECs and how to go about applying? 
The League certainly has not released this 
information. 


I have trouble stomaching that the 
League does indeed consider VECs and ama- 
teurs who want to provide testing as "compe- 
tition"... but that is the word that has been 
used by other VECs. Don't get me wrong, 
however, I am a_ strong supporter of the 
ARRL, a long time member... and will remain 
so. But there has to be a better way. There 
has to be some sort of answer to all of this. 


AVAILABILITY_OF HAM TEST MATERIALS 


I happened to see a copy of the book 
that AMECO has put out on the Tech/General 
Class test questions. It is concise, well done... 
To the best of my knowledge, only AMECO 
has the actual published questions with an- 


swers to the Technician/General examination 


that the new Volunteer Program must use. 


Marty Schwartz of AMECO (220 E. Jeri- 
cho Turnpike, Mineola, NY 11501) painstaking- 
ly researched every answer - mostly from ref- 
erence information obtained from the Personal 
Radio Branch in the FCC, Washingon, - to all 
500 questions. He doesn't yet have the Advan- 
ced/Extra Class answers since the Commission 
only released the actual questions last month. 


I phoned Marty to find out if he will 
indeed publish the actual answers to the Ad- 
vanced and Extra Class examinations. He said 
he was working on it right now. Before long 
(in about 3 months) the amateur community 
will have all of the questions available and 
the answers. These volumes will be very simi- 
lar to the License Manuals published by the 
League several years ago. 


I also saw at Dayton that Dick Bash 
(1510 150th Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94578) 
has a rather interesting Novice testing pac- 
kage. A sealed envelope contains 10 different 
Multiple Choice Exams using the actual FCC 


K5FOG, WA6ITF, VE3CDC, 
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approved questions, blank answer sheets, a 
master answer key and complete easy-to-un- 
derstand instructions for the examiner. The 
instructions tell the needed qualifications of 
the examiner, how to give the code and writ- 
ten test, how to grade the examination, where 
to send the FCC form 610, how to maintain 


records, etc. A superb package, indeed. 


Gordon West, WB6NOA, of the West 
Radio School (2414 College Drive, Costa 
Mesa, CA 92626) has some outstanding .code 
training and testing tapes. He told me that he 
has already mailed out over 700 free volun- 
teer examiner tape sets to instructors all over 
the country. The tapes contain FCC-type vol- 
unteer examiner code tests at 5, 10, 13 and 

_20 words per minute and they have 10 differ- 
ent versions of each individual speed tape. 


The West Radio School also offers over 
30 individual one and one half hour long code 
cassette speed-building courses. They also 
have excellent 4-cassette theory courses cov- 
ering the new FCC questions from Novice to 
Extra! Dick Bash has contracted with Gordon 
West to produce code test material. Gordo's 
code tests use the same code _ transmission 
protocol that the FCC does in their code test 
tapes. 


It appeared to me that the private mar- 
ketplace could be the answer to the "missing 
link"... testing materials for the VEC program. 
The big problem is who would coordinate ex- 
aminations using "marketplace" obtained ma- 
terials. One thing for certain, the League 
won't now, nor does it appear they will when 
their VEC program gets underway. 


VEC STATUS APPLIED FOR_IN ALL REGIONS 


A few days before the Dallas West Gulf 
ARRL Convention, I decided that the "market- 
place concept" was indeed a viable one... 
even a desirable alternative. Even though I 
publish this newsletter, the VEC rules (as | 
read them) don't preclude me from applying. 
No one will ever be required to use any spe- 
cific testing materials - nor will they ever be 
required to purchase them from me... or any- 
one else for that matter. 


This publication goes worldwide... and to 


every one of the thirteen call regions men- 
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tioned in Section 97.507(b) of the Commis- 
sion's rules including Alaska, Carribean and 
Pacific insular areas. Many ham clubs get this 
newsletter plus many amateur radio networks. 


Volunteer Examiners having the proper 
credentials could be accredited and allowed 
to give amateur tests using readily available 
testing materials available at local book- 
stores, hamfests or via mailorder. 


As far as the excessive cost goes, | fail 
to see that the cost will be excessive. The 
Commission already has said that a VEC may 
advise a volunteer examiner which questions 
to use from the PR Bulletin 1035 series. 


There is really no need to even print and dis- 


tribute questions, answers or instructions if 


the marketplace has these available. 


An alternative would be to print copies 
of the questions and answers but only send 
gne copy to each Volunteer Examiner team. 
Judging how popular amateur testing is at 
ham conventions, most would gladly pay the 
nominal! cost of printing tests to have amateur 
examinations. There is no better promotional 
draw at a hamfest. I certainly have adequate 
funds to pay for out-of-pocket postage and 
incidental costs which I estimate will be 
minor. 


My proposal was drafted and sent in to 
the Commission on May 29th. It provided for: 


(1.) Commencement of VEC activities once 
commercially available testing materials be- 
came readily available for all classes - Tech- 
nician through Extra Class. Only widely avail- 
able commercial testing materials will be co- 
ordinated. Necessary administrative activities 
will be accomplished by volunteers. 


(2.) Accreditation only of Extra Class _ama- 
teurs who meet the Commission's requirements 
as Volunteer Examiners. Each of the three 
examiners must send photocopies of their 
amateur operator license when applying for 
accreditation to give amateur tests. 


(3.) Coordination of examinations that use 
commercially available testing materials as 
long as we feel the tests are credible, accu- 
rate, well done and in the best interest of 
amateur radio. 


questions, but has done little (actually noth- 
ing) to assist VECs that are being appointed 
to help out with amateur operator testing. No 


have been told it appears certain that they 
feel they are considered the "competition" by 
the League... not a good feeling for ARRL 
members who thought the League was out to 
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I have been told about lack of ARRL 
cooperation, League staff members being told 
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VECs, failure to release names of Volunteer 
Examiners... and the like. At the Dallas Ham- 
Com two weeks ago, the Area 5 VEC (Dallas 
Amateur Radio Club) and the League's West 
Gulf Director, Ray Wangler, had some pretty 
harsh public words about cooperation from the 
League on amateur testing. Ray said he was 
"unaware" of the problem and pledged to get 
it squared away. 


The Dallas ARC, like other VECs, called 
Judy Frye to find out if the DARA would 
share their questions with them. (Lack of 
testing materials seems to be the number one 
problem.) After checking with the FCC re- 
garding their VEC appointment, Judy said 
they would. 


Amateur testing was planned for the 
Dallas West Gulf (HamCom) ARRL Conven- 
tion, but when the DARC's VEC proposal got 
lost, misplaced, misrouted, sabotaged.... what- 
ever... at the FCC in Washington and delayed, 
the testing had to be cancelled. Many ama- 
teurs were very disappointed. I understand 
that other hamfests have had the same prob- 
lem... amateurs willing to give tests, but no 


tests or authority to give them. 


Frankly, the whole situation has annoyed 
me. Here we have an FCC that has cut back 
90% on amateur testing and is trying to turn 
the program over to the amateurs. The ama- 
teurs are struggling to take it over... really 
wanting to. There is a serious lack of testing 
materials and knowledge about the program... 
what to do... how to go about it... who to 
turn to. Ham clubs are worried about the 
work that testing will entail not to mention 
the cost that the League has said will bank- 
rupt them without expense recoupment au- 


thority. It is little wonder that we don't have 
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more VECs than we do. 


From where I sit, it appears to me that I 
am the only publisher that has told the ama- 
teur community... step by step... exactly what 
is happening on the amateur program. Where 
else have you read about the Commission re- 
cruiting VECs and how to go about applying? 
The League certainly has not released this 
information. 


I have trouble stomaching that the 
League does indeed consider VECs and ama- 
teurs who want to provide testing as "compe- 
tition"... but that is the word that has been | 
used by other VECs. Don't get me wrong, 
however, I am a _ strong supporter of the 
ARRL, a long time member... and will remain | 
so. But there has to be a better way. There 
has to be some sort of answer to all of this. 


AVAILABILITY OF HAM_TEST MAT 


I happened to see a copy of the book 
that AMECO has put out on the Tech/General! 
Class test questions. It is concise, well done... 
To the best of my knowledge, only AMECO 
has the actual published questions with an- 


that the new Volunteer Program must use. 


Marty Schwartz of AMECO (220 E. Jeri- 
cho Turnpike, Mineola, NY 11501) painstaking- 
ly researched every answer - mostly from ref- 
erence information obtained from the Personal 
Radio Branch in the FCC, Washingon, - to all 
500 questions. He doesn't yet have the Advan- 
ced/Extra Class answers since the Commission 
only released the actual questions last month. 


I phoned Marty to find out if he will 
indeed publish the actual answers to the Ad- 
vanced and Extra Class examinations. He said 
he was working on it right now. Before long 
(in about 3 months) the amateur community 
will have all of the questions available and 


lar to the License Manuals published by the 
League several years ago. 


I also saw at Dayton that Dick Bash 
(1510 150th Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94578) 


has a rather interesting Novice testing pac- 
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solicited and very much appreciated. 


-KL7IHP, WB6NOA - many FCC administrative offices - and others that wish to remain anonymous. 
club bulletins, phone calls (214) 690- 


filtered to me (from a soldier who was there) 
that they were ordered to blow up the ham 
station. 


The U.S. Army knew what it was and _in- 
tentionally tossed a rifle grenade into the 
building and put the 16/76 machine off the 
air. It was known as the "Coconut Telegraph" 
and used primarily to distribute health and 
welfare messages around to the various vil- 
lages since normal communications were wiped 
out during the invasion. 


@! find this hard to believe, but it appears 
a long-distance credit card call from Grenada 
saved a U.S. Army unit from heavy casualties! 
Maj. Gen. David Nichols said (at an industry 
briefing to underscore the importance of 
maintaining communications by space) that an 
Army unit was surrounded by Cuban forces. 
One soldier found a telephone and, using his 
credit card, called Ft. Bragg, N.C., and alert- 
ed Army officers of the gravity of the situa- 
tion! cap +a@e 


PIRATE_AND CLANDESTINE BROADCASTING 


Pirate broadcast station listening and 
clandestine QSLing are the SWL sets newest 
rage! Most of the clandestine stations are 
political or revolutionary in nature... the 


pirates usually not. Pirates (illegally) operate 


for the fun of it. 


A new pirate broadcast station came on 
the air a couple of months ago using the call 
| sign KORP. QRP is a Q-signal meaning low 
power. It has been heard several times in the 
mid and southwest between 4960 and 7425 
kHz in the early evening. Its April 23rd 
broadcast even included greetings to the 
FCC! They play music and "Dr. DX" is the DJ. 
They use a Michigan maildrop address and 
claim to be running 100 watts. 


Another North American pirate calling 
himself the Voice of Communism is actually a 
dry wit spoof of Radio Moscow! They also use 
the same maildrop (Box 982, Battle Creek, MI 
49016.) They have been operating around 7410 
kHz. (For 17 rubbles you can get the announ- 
cer's picture!) We certainly are not condoning 
any of this! It seems to be proliferating. 


A new book has just been published by 
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Thomas P. Harrington (W8OMV) of Columbus, 
Ohio, entitled "Clandestine Confidential." It is 
the first manual on the mechanics of tuning in 
covert shortwave stations around the world. 
($8.95 plus $1.75 postage/handling. 4555 
Groves Road, Suite #3; zip: 43232) 


ap + ape 


UNAUTHORIZED CORDLESS PHONE CA 


Cordless phone users are being charged 
for phone calls they don't make! In many 


cases it is. intentional theft of service... 


stealing! Even obscene phone calls are being 
initiated through cordless phones owned by 


innocent bystanders! 


There have been reports of strangers 
roaming through neighborhoods with handsets 
listening for dial tones. It isn't hard to do. 
All that is required is to have a cordless 
phone operating on one of the five approved 
channels. Nearly 17 million of these units 
have been sold during the last two years 
alone. You don't even need the entire 


telephone.... only the handset. 


When most handsets come within range 
(usually 50 to 700 feet) of a cordless phone 
base unit, a dial tone is heard and that phone 


can be dialled provided it operates on the 


same frequency pair. The problem has reached 


crisis proportions. Phone companies are dis- 
turbed that they have to get involved in the 
misbilling. And be aware that you still have 


to pay the bill! Some cordless phone manu- 


facturers include some form of security fea- 
tures... but most don't... particularly at the 


lower price level. Retailers that sell the units 


aren't even aware of the problem. 


About a year ago, the FCC issued a No- 


tice of Proposed Rulemaking requiring that 


cordless telephones be designed with minimal 


security features. The Commission decided 


against implementing the NPRM since it felt 
that the public might be misled into believing 
that their telephone was indeed secure. 


In lieu of a design requirement, the FCC 
now has issued a NPRM requiring that cord- 
less telephones be labelled whereby consumers 
would be informed of the security features 
that prevent others from using the telephone. 
The Commission proposed that a label be 
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approved questions, blank answer sheets, a 
master answer key and complete easy-to-un- 
derstand instructions for the examiner. The 
instructions tell the needed qualifications of 
the examiner, how to give the code and writ- 
ten test, how to grade the examination, where 
to send the FCC form 610, how to maintain 


records, etc. A superb package, indeed. 


Gordon West, WB6NOA, of the West 
Radio School (2414 College Drive, Costa 
Mesa, CA 92626) has some outstanding -code 
training and testing tapes. He told me that he 
has already mailed out over 700 free volun- 


teer examiner tape sets to instructors all over 
the country. The tapes contain FCC-type vol- 
unteer examiner code tests at 5, 10, 13 and 
_ 20 words per minute and they have 10 differ- 
ent versions of each individual speed tape. 


The West Radio School also offers over 
30 individual one and one half hour long code 
cassette speed-building courses. They also 
have excellent 4-cassette theory courses cov- 
ering the new FCC questions from Novice to 
Extra! Dick Bash has contracted with Gordon 
West to produce code test material. Gordo's 
code tests use the same code_ transmission 
protocol that the FCC does in their code test 
tapes. 


It appeared to me that the private mar- 
ketplace could be the answer to the "missing 
link"... testing materials for the VEC program. 
The big problem is who would coordinate ex- 
aminations using "marketplace" obtained ma- 
terials. One thing for certain, the League 


won't now, nor does it appear they will when 
their VEC program gets underway. 


VEC STATUS APPLIED FOR_IN ALL REGIONS 


A few days before the Dallas West Gulf 
ARRL Convention, I decided that the "market- 
place concept" was indeed a_viable one... 
even a desirable alternative. Even though I 
publish this newsletter, the VEC rules (as I 
read them) don't preclude me from applying. 
No one will ever be required to use any spe- 
cific testing materials - nor will they ever be 
required to purchase them from me... or any- 
one else for that matter. 


This publication goes worldwide... and to 


every one of the thirteen call regions men- 


tioned in Section 97.507(b) of the Commis- 
sion's rules including Alaska, Carribean and 
Pacific insular areas. Many ham clubs get this 
newsletter plus many amateur radio networks. 


Volunteer Examiners having the proper 
credentials could be accredited and allowed 
to give amateur tests using readily available 
testing materials available at local book- 
stores, hamfests or via mailorder. 


As far as the excessive cost goes, I fail 
to see that the cost will be excessive. The 
Commission already has said that a VEC may 
advise a volunteer examiner which questions 
to use from the PR Bulletin 1035 series. 


There is really no need to even print and dis- 


tribute questions, answers or instructions if 


the marketplace has these available. 


An alternative would be to print copies 
of the questions and answers but only send 
gone copy to each Volunteer Examiner team. 
Judging how popular amateur testing is at 
ham conventions, most would gladly pay the 
nominal cost of printing tests to have amateur 
examinations. There is no better promotional 
draw at a hamfest. I certainly have adequate 
funds to pay for out-of-pocket postage and 
incidental costs which I estimate will be 
minor. 


My proposal was drafted and sent in to 
the Commission on May 29th. It provided for: 


(1.) Commencement of VEC activities once 
commercially available testing materials be- | 
came readily available for all classes - Tech- 
nician through Extra Class. Only widely avail- 
able commercial testing materials will be co- 
ordinated. Necessary administrative activities 
will be accomplished by volunteers. 


(2.) Accreditation only of Extra Class ama- 
teurs who meet the Commission's requirements 
as Volunteer Examiners. Each of the three 
examiners must send photocopies of their 
amateur operator license when applying for 
accreditation to give amateur tests. 


(3.) Coordination of examinations that use 
commercially available testing materials as 
long as we feel the tests are credible, accu- 
rate, well done and in the best interest of 
amateur radio. 
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(4.) We also said that we might distribute 
testing materials ourselves (the same as plan- 
ned by the League) but that there would be 
no connection between license preparation 
materials available and our duties as a VEC 
to preclude any possible conflict of interest. 


(5.) The proposal also provided for modifica- 
tion in the event that out-of-pocket reim- 
bursement of expenses is allowed. The Com- 
mission is currently considering this. 


We have not _as_ yet received a written 
response from the FCC. The Private Radio 


Bureau's John Small did acknowledge receipt 
of the proposal! and said that it caused quite 
a furor there at the Commission. A couple of 
days later Johnny Johnston, W3BE, Chief of 
the Personal Radio Branch told me that it 
appeared to be in good order, but that ap- 
proval had to come from the Managing Direct- 


or's office. I'll let you know what happens to 
it and give you further details later. 
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AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS ISSUED 


The following amateur radio call signs 
were issued in each radio district as of the 
first of June 1984. 


Call Extra Advanc. Tec/Gen. Novice 
District Gp."A" Gp."B" Gp."Cc" Gp."D" 
g NF£#Z KD@QB NSFNQ KASTBO 
1 KVLQ KBINH NIDCE KAILWE 
2 NF2S KD2GOQO N2EXD KA2VCF 
3 KT3I KC3NT N3DYX KA3MUZ 
4 (*) AA4&CT KI4MD N&KFF KB&KNI 
5 NO5N KE50Y N5GZK KAS5SUAP 
6 WA6L KG6HU N6éKMU KB6FPW 
7 NI7I KD7WD N7GFX KA7THG 
g NISW KD&8RO N&8FTZ KA8UVX 
9 NB9ID KD9IV NIEPC KA9ISCT 
N.Mariana AH@D AHGAC KHSAG WH#AAG 
Guam AH2T AH2AZ KH2BN WH2AEB 
Johnston I. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway I. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawaii WH6S AH6FI NH6BK WH6BAE 
Kure Is, KH7AA 
Am. Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAO 
Wake Wilkes Peale AHIAB KH9IAB WHIAAB 
Alaska (*) AL7FY NL7DQ WL7BDP 
Virgin I. KP2J KP2AT NP2BE WP2ADY 
Puerto Rico WP4C NP4KG WP4DLM 
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(Note: All Group "A"/Extra Class call signs 
have been assigned in Alaska. FCC now as- 
signing Group "B" calls to Extra Class. Extra 
class in 4th call district now receiving 2-by-2 
AA-AL prefix block. Group "B"/Advanced call 
signs will be issued when this block is gone.) 
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HAM_RADIO AND THE MEDIA_RULES 


The annual emergency preparedness Field 
Day comes up in a week or so (June 23-24.) 
Many of you will be involved in media publici- 
ty. Do you know the rules concerning rebroad- 
cast of amateur radio transmissions? 


The FCC published guidelines during the 
Grenada crisis. Broadcasters can rebroadcast 
any live (or delayed) ham radio activity but 
cannot actively participate in the transmis- 
sions if they are intended to be aired public- 
ly. In other words... no on-the-air media/ham 
interviews on amateur radio spectrum for la- 
ter commercial broadcast. 


MORE GRENADA AFTERMATH TIDBITS 


The news media was blacked out of the 
Grenadian invasion (or American rescue mis- 
sion - aS some are calling it.) A young medi- 
cal student, ham operator Mark Baratella 
(KAZORK/J3) became the media link with the 
invasion. A special panel was set up later to 
make recommendations to the military regard- 
ing future involvement of news reporters in 
war operations. 


The panel has recommended that news 
reporters should be regarded as "watchdogs" 
and be granted access to areas of military 
operations as soon as possible. The report 
says that reporters should accept voluntary 
guidelines to help assure security and these 
should "be few in number." It is doubtful that 
the military will put much stock in the recom- 
mendations. They are particularly concerned 
about the day (which is near at hand) when 
satellites can TV broadcast military opera- 
tions live! 


@®You will also remember that I told you 
about a 2-meter repeater being blown up on 
the island. Supposedly it was accidental. Well, 
it wasn't. First word was that the friendly 
forces thought the repeater building might be 
a hidden hostile camp. Authoritative word has 


et 


ecorder on it 24 nours a day With no CuL O11 CHM ICAU, Lipsy niciGT sees. 
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FREE SAMPLE _OF THIS NEWSLETTER SENT TO ANYONE FOR A 


“club bulletins, phone calls (214) 690-1063 has a r 


solicited and very much appreciated. 


filtered to me (from a soldier who was there) 
that they were ordered to blow up the ham 
station. 


The U.S. Army knew what it was and in- 
tentionally tossed a rifle grenade into the 
building and put the 16/76 machine off the 
air. It was known as the "Coconut Telegraph" 
and used primarily to distribute health and 
welfare messages around to the various vil- 
lages since normal communications were wiped 
out during the invasion. 


e@| find this hard to believe, but it appears 
a long-distance credit card call from Grenada 
saved a U.S. Army unit from heavy casualties! 
Maj. Gen. David Nichols said (at an industry 
briefing to underscore the importance of 
maintaining communications by space) that an 
Army unit was surrounded by Cuban forces. 


credit card, called Ft. Bragg, N.C., and alert- 
ed Army officers of the gravity of the situa- 
tion! 


oa eo abe 


Pirate broadcast station listening and 
clandestine QSLing are the SWL sets newest 
rage! Most of the clandestine stations are 
political or revolutionary in nature... the 


pirates usually not. Pirates (illegally) operate 
for the fun of it. 


A new pirate broadcast station came on 
the air a couple of months ago using the call 
sign KQRP. QRP is a Q-signal meaning low 
power. It has been heard several times in the 
mid and southwest between 4960 and 7425 
kHz in the early evening. Its April 23rd 
broadcast even included greetings to the 
FCC! They play music and "Dr. DX" is the DJ. 
They use a Michigan maildrop address and 
claim to be running 100 watts. 


Another North American pirate calling 
himself the Voice of Communism is actually a 
dry wit spoof of Radio Moscow! They also use 
the same maildrop (Box 982, Battie Creek, MI 
49016.) They have been operating around 7410 
kHz. (For 17 rubbles you can get the announ- 
cer's picture!) We certainly are not condoning 
any of this! It seems to be proliferating. 


A new book has just been published by 
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One soldier found a telephone and, using his 
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Thomas P. Harrington (W8OMV) of Columbus, 
Ohio, entitled "Clandestine Confidential." It is 
the first manual on the mechanics of tuning in 
covert shortwave stations around the world. 
($8.95 plus $1.75 postage/handling. 4555 
Groves Road, Suite #3; zip: 43232) 
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UNAUTHORIZED CORDLESS PHONE CALLS 


Cordless phone users are being charged 
for phone calls they don't make! In many 


cases it is intentional theft of service... 
stealing! Even obscene phone calls are being 


initiated through cordless phones owned by 
innocent bystanders! 


There have been reports of strangers 
roaming through neighborhoods with handsets 
listening for dial tones. It isn't hard to do. 
All that is required is to have a cordless 
phone operating on one of the five approved 
channels. Nearly 17 million of these units | 
have been sold during the last two years 
alone. You don't even need the entire | 


telephone.... only the handset. 


When most handsets come within range 
(usually 50 to 700 feet) of a cordless phone 
base unit, a dial tone is heard and that phone 
can be dialled provided it operates on the 


same frequency pair. The problem has reached 
crisis proportions. Phone companies are dis- 


turbed that they have to get involved in the 
misbilling. And be aware that you still have 
to pay the bill! Some cordless phone manu- 
facturers include some form of security fea- 
tures... but most don't... particularly at the 
lower price level. Retailers that sell the units 

aren't even aware of the problem. ; 


About a year ago, the FCC issued a No- 
tice of Proposed Rulemaking requiring that 
cordless telephones be designed with minimal 
security features. The Commission decided 
against implementing the NPRM since it felt 
that the public might be misled into believing 
that their telephone was indeed secure. 


In lieu of a design requirement, the FCC 
now has issued a NPRM requiring that cord- 
less telephones be labelled whereby consumers 
would be informed of the security features 
that prevent others from using the telephone. 
The Commission proposed that a label be 


(4.) We also said that we might distribute 
testing materials ourselves (the same as plan- 
ned by the League) but that there would be 
no connection between license preparation 
materials available and our duties as a VEC 
to preclude any possible conflict of interest. 


(5.) The proposal also provided for modifica- 
tion in the event that out-of-pocket reim- 
bursement of expenses is allowed. The Com- 
mission is currently considering this. 


We have not as yet received a written 
response from the FCC. The Private Radio 


Bureau's John Small did acknowledge receipt 
of the proposal and said that it caused quite 
a furor there at the Commission. A couple of 
days later Johnny Johnston, W3BE, Chief of 
the Personal Radio Branch told me that it 
appeared to be in good order, but that ap- 
proval had to come from the Managing Direct- 


or's office. I'll let you know what happens to 
it and give you further details later. 
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AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS ISSUED 

The following amateur radio call signs 
were issued in each radio district as of the 
first of June 1984, 


Call Extra Advanc. Tec/Gen. Novice 
District Gp."A" Gp."B" Gp."C" Gp."D" 
g NF#Z KD@OB NSFNOQ KASTBQ 
1 KVLQ KBINH NIDCE KAILWE 
2 NF2S KD2GQ N2EXD KA2VCF 
3 KT3J KC3NT N3DYX KA3MUZ 
4 (*) AA&CT KI4GMD N&KFF KB4KNI 
5 NOQ5N KE5OY N5GZK KAS5UAP 
6 WA6L KG6HU N6KMU KB6FPW 
7 NI7I KD7WD N7GFX KA7THG 
g NISW KD8RO N&FTZ KA&UVX 
9 NBID KD9IV NIEPC KA9ISCT 
N.Mariana AH@D AHBAC KH8AG WHSAAG 
Guam AH2T  AH2AZ KH2BN WH2AEB 
Johnston I. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway I. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawaii WH6S AH6FI NH6BK WH6BAE 
Kure Is. KH7AA 
Am. Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAO 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AB KH9IAB WHIAAB 
Alaska (*) AL7FY NL7DQ WL7BDP 
Virgin I. KP2] KP2AT NP2BE WP2ADY 
Puerto Rico WP4C NP4KG WP4DLM 


KP4HS 


W5YVI REPORT ccocee 


Page #6 


June 15, 1984 


(Note: All Group "A"/Extra Class call signs 
have been assigned in Alaska. FCC now as- 
signing Group "B" calls to Extra Class. Extra 
class in 4th call district now receiving 2-by-2 
AA-AL prefix block. Group "B"/Advanced call 
signs will be issued when this block is gone.) 
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HAM RADIO AND THE MEDIA RULES 


—————————————————————————————— 


The annual emergency preparedness Field 
Day comes up in a week or so (June 23-24.) 
Many of you will be involved in media publici- 
ty. Do you know the rules concerning rebroad- 
cast of amateur radio transmissions? 


The FCC published guidelines during the 
Grenada crisis. Broadcasters can rebroadcast 
any live (or delayed) ham radio activity but 
cannot actively participate in the transmis- 
sions if they are intended to be aired public- 
ly. In other words... no on-the-air media/ham 
interviews on amateur radio spectrum for la- 
ter commercial broadcast. 


MORE_ GRENADA AFTERMATH T 


The news media was blacked out of the 
Grenadian invasion (or American rescue mis- 
sion - aS some are calling it.) A young medi- 
cal student, ham operator Mark Baratella 
(KA2ZORK/J3) became the media link with the 
invasion. A special panel was set up later to 
make recommendations to the military regard- 
ing future involvement of news reporters in 
war operations. 


The panel has recommended that news 
reporters should be regarded as "watchdogs" 
and be granted access to areas of military 
operations as soon as possible. The report 
says that reporters should accept voluntary 
guidelines to help assure security and these 
should "be few in number." It is doubtful that 
the military will put much stock in the recom- 
mendations. They are particularly concerned 
about the day (which is near at hand) when 
satellites can TV broadcast military opera- 
tions live! 


@ You will also remember that I told you 
about a 2-meter repeater being blown up on 
the island. Supposedly it was accidental. Well, 
it wasn't. First word was that the friendly 
forces thought the repeater building might be 
a hidden hostile camp. Authoritative word has 


ing) to assist VECs that are being appointed 
to help out with amateur operator testing. No 


have been told it appears certain that they 
feel they are considered the "competition" by 
the League... not a good feeling for ARRL 
members who thought the League was out to 
help them. 


I have been told about lack of ARRL 
cooperation, League staff members being told 
by "someone" not to give out information to 
VECs, failure to release names of Volunteer 
Examiners... and the like. At the Dallas Ham- 
Com two weeks ago, the Area 5 VEC (Dallas 
Amateur Radio Club) and the League's West 
Gulf Director, Ray Wangler, had some pretty 
harsh public words about cooperation from the 
League on amateur testing. Ray said he was 
"unaware" of the problem and pledged to get 
it squared away. 


The Dallas ARC, like other VECs, called 
Judy Frye to find out if the DARA would 
share their questions with them. (Lack of 


problem.) After checking with the FCC re- 
garding their VEC appointment, Judy said 
they would. 


Amateur testing was planned for the 
Dallas West Gulf (HamCom) ARRL_ Conven- 
tion, but when the DARC's VEC proposal got 
lost, misplaced, misrouted, sabotaged.... what- 
ever... at the FCC in Washington and delayed, 
the testing had to be cancelled. Many ama- 


teurs were very disappointed. I understand 
that other hamfests have had the same prob- 


tests or authority to give them. 


90% on amateur testing and is trying to turn 
the program over to the amateurs. The ama- 


wanting to. There is a serious lack of testing 
materials and knowledge about the program... 
what to do... how to go about it... who to 
turn to. Ham clubs are worried about the 
work that testing will entail not to mention 
the cost that the League has said will bank- 


rupt them without expense recoupment au- 
thority. It is little wonder that we don't have 
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questions, but has done little (actually noth- 


VEC wants to be quoted, but from what I 


testing materials seems to be the number one 


lem... amateurs willing to give tests, but no 


Frankly, the whole situation has annoyed 
me. Here we have an FCC that has cut back 


teurs are struggling to take it over... really 
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more VECs than we do. 


From where I sit, it appears to me that I 
am the only publisher that has told the ama- 
teur community... step by step... exactly what 
is happening on the amateur program. Where 
else have you read about the Commission re- 
cruiting VECs and how to go about applying? 
The League certainly has not released this 


information. 


I have trouble stomaching that the 
League does indeed consider VECs and ama- 
teurs who want to provide testing as "compe- 


tition"... but that is the word that has been 
used by other VECs. Don't get me wrong, 


however, I am a_ strong supporter of the 


ARRL, a long time member... and will remain 


so. But there has to be a better way. There 


has to be some sort of answer to all of this. 


AVAILABILITY OF HAM _ TEST MATERIALS 


I happened to see a copy of the book 
that AMECO has put out on the Tech/General 
Class test questions. It is concise, well done... 
To the best of my knowledge, only AMECO 
has the actual published questions with an- 


swers to the Technician/General examination 
that the new Volunteer Program must use. 


Marty Schwartz of AMECO (220 E. Jeri- 
cho Turnpike, Mineola, NY 11501) painstaking- 
ly researched every answer - mostly from ref- 


erence information obtained from the Personal 
Radio Branch in the FCC, Washingon, - to all 


500 questions. He doesn't yet have the Advan- 


ced/Extra Class answers since the Commission 
only released the actual questions last month. 


I phoned Marty to find out if he will 
indeed publish the actual answers to the Ad- 
vanced and Extra Class examinations. He said 
he was working on it right now. Before long 
(in about 3 months) the amateur community 


will have all of the questions available and 
the answers. These volumes will be very simi- 


lar to the License Manuals published by the 
League several years ago. 


I also saw at Dayton that Dick Bash 


(1510 150th Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94578) 


has a rather interesting Novice testing pac- 
kage. A sealed envelope contains 10 different 


Multiple Choice Exams using the actual FCC 


are 


Among 


Your news assistance, clippings, 
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a recorder on it 24 hours a day with no cut off timing) leads, tips, inside info... 


FREE SAMPLE OF THIS NEWSLETTE 


these were: KBIN, NSGAR, WB5TSS, CARF, N4MM, WB5TSS, KELA, ARRL, WA0ZQG, CRRL, W5TVN, K5FOG, WA6ITF, VE3CDC, 
WB6NOA - many FCC administrative offices - and others that wish to remain anonymous. 


MANY THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU THAT SUBMITTED OR OTHERWISE CONTRIBUTED editorial content usd in this issue! 


club bulletins, phone calls (214) 690-1063 has 


solicited and very much appreciated. 


KL7IHP, 


filtered to me (from a soldier who was there) 
that they were ordered to blow up the ham 
station. 


The U.S. Army knew what it was and_in- 
tentionally tossed a rifle grenade into the 
building and put the 16/76 machine off the 
air. It was known as the "Coconut Telegraph" 
and used primarily to distribute health and 
welfare messages around to the various vil- 
lages since normal communications were wiped 
out during the invasion. 


e@| find this hard to believe, but it appears 
a long-distance credit card call from Grenada 
saved a U.S. Army unit from heavy casualties! 
Maj. Gen. David Nichols said (at an industry 
briefing to underscore the importance of 
maintaining communications by space) that an 
Army unit was surrounded by Cuban forces. 


credit card, called Ft. Bragg, N.C., and alert- 
ed Army officers of the gravity of the situa- 
tion! oem eame 


PIRATE AND CLANDESTINE BROADCASTING 


Pirate broadcast station listening and 
clandestine QSLing are the SWL sets newest 
rage! Most of the clandestine stations are 
political or revolutionary in nature... the 


| pirates usually not. Pirates (illegally) operate 
for the fun of it. 


A new pirate broadcast station came on 
the air a couple of months ago using the call 
sign KQRP. QRP is a Q-signal meaning low 
power. It has been heard several times in the 
mid and southwest between 4960 and 7425 
kHz in the early evening. Its April 23rd 
broadcast even included greetings to the 
FCC! They play music and "Dr. DX" is the DJ. 
They use a Michigan maildrop address and 
claim to be running 100 watts. 


Another North American pirate calling 
himself the Voice of Communism is actually a 
dry wit spoof of Radio Moscow! They also use 
the same maildrop (Box 982, Battie Creek, MI 
49016.) They have been operating around 7410 
kHz. (For 17 rubbles you can get the announ- 
cer's picture!) We certainly are not condoning 
any of this! It seems to be proliferating. 


A new book has just been published by 
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One soldier found a telephone and, using his 


same frequency pair. The problem has reached 


to pay the bill! Some cordless phone manu- 


lower price level. Retailers that sell the units 


tice of Proposed Rulemaking requiring that 
security features. The Commission decided 


The Commission proposed that a 
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Thomas P. Harrington (W8OMV) of Columbus, 
Ohio, entitled "Clandestine Confidential." It is 
the first manual on the mechanics of tuning in 
covert shortwave stations around the world. 
($8.95 plus $1.75 postage/handling. 4555 
Groves Road, Suite #3; zip: 43232) 
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NAUTHORIZED CORD HO A 


Cordless phone users are being charged 
for phone calls they don't make! In many 
cases it is intentional theft of service... 


stealing! Even obscene phone calls are being 
initiated through cordless phones owned by 


innocent bystanders! 


There have been reports of strangers 
roaming through neighborhoods with handsets 
listening for dial tones. It isn't hard to do. 
All that is required is to have a cordless 
phone operating on one of the five approved 
channels. Nearly 17 million of these units 
have been sold during the last two years 
alone. You don't even need the entire 


telephone.... only the handset. 


When most handsets come within range 
(usually 50 to 700 feet) of a cordless phone 
base unit, a dial tone is heard and that phone 


can be dialled provided it operates on the 


crisis proportions. Phone companies are dis- 
turbed that they have to get involved in the 
misbilling. And be aware that you still have 


facturers include some form of security fea- 
tures... but most don't... particularly at the 


aren't even aware of the problem. 
About a year ago, the FCC issued a No- 
cordless telephones be designed with minimal 


against implementing the NPRM since it felt 
that the public might be misled into believing 
that their telephone was indeed secure. 


In lieu of a design requirement, the FCC 
now has issued a NPRM requiring that cord- 
less telephones be labelled whereby consumers 
would be informed of the security features 
that prevent others from using the telephone. 
label be 


carried on the outside of the box in which the 
telephone is sold so that it can readily be 
seen by the consumer at the time of purchase. 


The suggested label consists of two 
parts: a specific statement warning the public 
that calls can be unintentionally (or other- 
wise) dialled through their phone and the 
manufacturer's statement of the features de- 
signed to prevent such occurrences. Cutoff 
date for comments on the NPRM is June 29, 
1984. A word to the wise. When you aren't at 
home -or on vacation- pull the plug of your 
cordless telephone. 


The FCC has ordered an end to the man- 
ufacture (but not the sale) of five channel 
cordless telephones by October. The new fre- 
quency models will offer clearer transmission, 
more protection against interference and bet- 
ter security against unauthorized use. 
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SOFT PORN INVADES TV, CABLE, PHONE 


Does the public have the right to watch 
(or hear) naked bodies doing their thing? That 
seems to be the question being asked (and in 
some cases answered) all across the nation. 


@A cable subscriber in southern Florida 
has won the right to watch such programming 
when a U.S. District Court struck down a 
Miami ordinance against showing "indecent 
material." 


@In California, a group has formed SCAT 
(Sacramento Citizens Against Trash) to fight 
local cable offerings. 


@A grandmother in Salt Lake City sued 
the state of Utah over a recently passed bill 
banning indecency on cable. 


eCincinnati slapped Warner Amex with (a 
since dropped) suit for "obscenity pandering" 
when it offered two films on The Playboy 
Channel. 


@An Illinois construction executive and 
the American Civil Liberties Union sued both 
a cable firm and the city because their fran- 
chise agreement prohibited X-rated programs. 


Soft porn video sex (otherwise known as 
"steamy R") seems to have taken the nation 
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by storm. Few major cities do not have an 
offering of some type. Everyone seems to 
have strong feeling about it with the FCC 
being in the middle. More than 500,000 view- 
ers subscribe to The Playboy Channel alone. 
Activity to outlaw indecent programming is 
underway in 12 states with more being added 
to the list all the time. 


Researchers have come up with a profile 
of a video erotic subscriber. He is male be- 
tween 25 and 49, well educated, earns 
$20,000 or more a year and watches the fare 
with his girl friend or wife. 


Now comes word that the sexually-ori- 
ented Pleasure Channel will shortly be with 
us. The late night offering will be satellite 
delivered direct to back-yard earth station 
dish owners effective this month. It will be 
followed by a Drive In Channel with movies 
"too bloody for HBO" with such titles as The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre, I Spit on Your 
Grave, and others. Cost will be 3100 a year 
plus $350 for the decoder. 


Censorview, a firm in Costa Mesa, Cali- 
fornia, may have the answer. They have just 
begun marketing an electronic device designed 
to block out viewing on both TV and VCRs. It 
attaches to the antenna terminal of any TV 
set. When a viewer enters a five digit code, a 
display appears on the TV screen showing the 
channels and the days and hours of the week. 
The viewer can then program the gadget to 
block out certain programs on a one time or 
continuing basis. 


General Electric also has one (called the 
Channel Block Out) which works on a 4-digit 
code and can manipulate any cable or TV 
channel for up to twelve hours. 


Meanwhile the FCC is still trying to 
deal with telephone "dial-a-porn". At the June 
4th Commissioner's meeting, the FCC moved 
to restrict minors' access to the wireline 


by porno High Society Magazine over New 
York Telephone's facilities. 


The FCC adopted an Order requiring sex 
services to restrict their hours of operation 
to between 9:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. or offer 
their services by credit card payment only. 
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@Wayne Green (W2NSD/1) has formed a 
new division to operate computer software 
and supplies stores. Called WGE Distributors, 
Inc. (for Wayne Green Enterprises), the sub- 
sidiary will distribute software, briefcase size 
computers and other equipment throughout 
New England. Green also owns the "Software 
Plus" stores. "80 Micro" magazine owned by 
CW Communications/Peterborough - the outfit 
that bought out Green's publishing empire - 
recently put up an electronic bulletin board 
containing various games and other computer 
programs. Phone number is (603) 924-6985. 
Rumors are that Wayne Green will apply for 
Region 1 VEC through his college and ham 
club. 


e@The Texas VHF Society has issued a call 
for interested parties to comment on a pro- 
posal to change the 2 meter band plan from a 
15 KHz to 20 KHz spacing. 


@UOSAT-2 Comes Back to Life is the title 
of an article in the June 2nd edition of 
Science News. Shortly after its March Ist 
launching, the UOSAT-2 suddenly stopped 
transmitting. It was laden with experiments 
for amateur radio operators. UOSAT-2 myster- 
iously responded to a ground command from 
Surrey, England, after its faint transmissions 
were heard in Greenland. UOSAT-2 is also 
known as OSCAR-11 (Orbitting Satellite 
Carrying Amateur Radio.) It still has problems 
which enginers are working on. A variety of 
on-board experiments including slow-scan tel- 
evision await activation. 


@The National Broadcast Museum (Dallas, 
Texas) had an interesting display at the Ham- 
Com Convention including a fully operational 
circa 1920 spark ham transmitter. I asked 
what band I was tapping out CQ on and was 
told "all of them." The world's largest broad- 
cast museum has such memorabilia as Thomas 
A. Edison's personal microscope, the world's 
first transistor radio, a complete working 
1938 broadcast radio station and Walter Cron- 
kite's microphone used for his final CBS 
Evening News broadcast. 


eThe Olympic Torch Run from New York 
to Los Angeles continues coordinated by ham 
volunteer employees of AT&T. They went 
through Dallas this past week. AT&T asked 
for (and was granted) use of both the 28/88 
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and 22/82 (2-meter) machines. Greek athletic 
organizers aren't too happy, however, with 
AT&T Communication's commercialization of 
the traditional flame run. Plans for an elabo- 
rate torch lighting send-off ceremony to be 
held at Olympia (Greece) were abruptly can- 
celled when Greek Olympic officials learned 
that the U.S. leg of the torch run would be 
sold at $3,000 per kilometer to raise money 
for charity. AT&T Communications views the 
torch run sponsorship as a perfect "identity 
building" way to build awareness that they 
are indeed a long distance company. The "mis- 
understanding" has been "hushed up" in this 
country. AT&T expects to raise about $15 
million for youth clubs and the Special! (hand- 
icapped) Olympics. 


@While we are on the subject of the 
Olympic Games... two special event amateur 
radio stations wil be on the air between July 
28th and August 8th using call signs W840G 
(Olympic Games) and K840G. They will ope- 
rate all bands 80 through 10 meters including 
the Novice frequencies. Goal of the Northern 
California Contest Club is to make 10,000 
QSO's. W840G/K840G contacts will yield 
special Olympic Game QSL cards. (Send SASE 
to PO Box 9007, Stanford, CA 94305) 


@The Westlink Radio Network is alive and 
(sort of) well thanks to a benefactor who paid 
the telephone bill. They almost went bank- 
rupt! They are now incorporated and - in a 
month or so - bulletin stations will be able to 
make tax-deductible contributions. 


@Eugene B. Sykes, W400, of West Palm 
Beach, Florida, has countersued the FCC. 


Sykes was observed by the FCC operating in 
the Novice band using excessive power two 
years ago. A ham neighbor alleges that the 
excessive power was used to intentionally 
interfere with his 20-meter signals. Sykes was 


slapped with a $550 fine which he has refused 


to pay. The countersuit charges that the ECG 
for unknown reasons "conspired to harrass, 
harm and annoy" the defendant and accepted 
complaints which they knew to be "false or 
without foundation." Sykes has asked for a 
jury trial stating that the government violated 
his equal protection rights. The counter suit, 
filed in federal court May 9th by Syke's 
attorney, Joel B. Weissman, asks for unspeci- 
fied damages, costs and attorney's fees. 


@Herbert L. Schoenbolm, KV4FZ, of St. 
Croix, Virgin Islands, has filed a petition with 
the Commission seeking clarification and a 
Part 97.95 subparagraph position statement 
regarding the use of U.S. amateur call signs in 
foreign lands and aboard U. S. and foreign 
vessels in U.S. or international waters. Of 
particular concern to Schoenbohm are foreign 
nationals who obtain U.S. call signs via reci- 
procity and then use them on the high seas on 
ships of foreign registry. He feels that only 
United States citizens should be allowed to 
use U.S. amateur call signs in other countries 
f and in international waters. Schoenbohm 
i states that the present policy of the FCC is 
in violation of the U.S. and ITU rules. (Peti- 
tion filed May 28, 1984) 


@Electronic Specialists, Inc. (171 S. Main 
St., Box 389, Natick, MA 01760) has an excel- 


F lent 40 page catalog/booklet on solving RF 
interference and voltage problems to and from 
| microcomputers and just about any other elec- 
| tronic equipment. They offer solutions (and 
i products) for high-voltage spikes/surges, 
f power line hash, noise interference, power 
| iine pollution, TV/FM/CB/audio interference, 
interference from diathermy, auto ignition, 
electronic games... in fact, just about any- 
thing. They sell all sorts of isolators, filters, 
suppressors and equipment protectors. Write 
for Catalog #841. 


@The NABU Network that I wrote about 
| (See 5/1 Report) has finally been launched in 
the Washington suburb of Alexandria, VA. 
Subscribers on the Alexandria (cable TV) sys- 
tem can download more than 80 low-cost soft- 
ware packages direct from cable TV to their 
NABU home computer. They have a goal of 
attracting 1,000 of the 19,000 cable subscrib- 
ers there. NABU (named for the Babylonian 
god of writing) borrowed $70 million for the 
venture and are working out arrangements to 
| have their technology compatible with almost 
all major models of personal computers. The 
software gets satellite distributed to cable 
affiliates who route it to cable-ready homes. 
The NABU Network, a Canadian company, has 
been going door-to-door seeking subscribers. 


@Another new Cable TV technology that 
we told you about some time ago, was demon- 


strated last month in Port Washington, NY. 
ACTV let's you be the TV director, so_to 
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speak! The interactive cable service allows 
you to select from four different TV camera 
shots, angles or entirely different subjects. 
You merely press one of 4 buttons on a re- 
mote control device. The $10.00 monthly fee 
will be split between Catalyst Technologies 
(ACTV's developer) and the local cable ser- 
vice. A limited test is planned for this Sep- 
tember with roll-out planned for January 
1985. 


ACTV is now raising $3.5 million through a 
private stock offering. The tailor-made TV 
concept will be ideal for sports programming 
allowing the viewer to select the action (or 
replay) he wants to see. ACTY also says it 
will allow simultaneous "R" and "X" rated 
versions of the same movie... even 4 different 
pay movies on one channel. 


One feature that advertisers are looking 
carefully at is ACTV's ability to direct TV 


ads to a specific demographic target which 
(unknown to the viewer) is automatically pro- 
grammed. The "smart box" remembers what 
you watch... makes assumptions about you... 
and transmits accordingly. 


Technically, the system requires much 
bandwidth - 24 MHz or four full video chan- 
nels fed from two satellite. transponders. 
Therefore it is not suitable for regular broad- 
cast TV. The signals are multiplexed together 
with certain digital codes embedded in the 
signal. Later they are decoded by a micropro- 
cessor in the "smart box" and individually se- 
lected by the viewer, the "smart box" or the 
programmer. 


@HAM OPERATOR EXAM QUESTIONS® 


A booklet containing the FCC Amateur 
Radio Operator Study Guide and all 
1600 actual test questions for all ham 
classes (Novice through Extra) now 
available from: THE W5YI REPORT, 
PO Box #10101, Dallas, TX 75207 for 
$2.00 plus 50 cents postage. 


NOTE: The post office says to expect a 
15% postage increase effective October Ist. 
A subscription increase (to $21.00) is planned. 
Until then, you can renew at the $18.00 rate 
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